
“Lego” ~Loving Every Growth Opportunity

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the 1st quarter for reading and writing in Room 506 for the
2022-23 school year.

A little bit about me: my name is Maureen Kovac.  I have been teaching at
Cassell School and am beginning my 30th year.  I love what I do and have
been blessed to be employed at a great school my entire career.  I have
taught various levels of special education as well as ELA within the General
Education, junior high setting. I am a parent of three: ages 23, 21 and 12. I
know all the emotions that go along with entering a new school year.  I
hope we can work together so your child has a successful year!! Feel free
to contact me with any questions or concerns and I will respond as soon as
possible.

For Reading and Writing, one of my main priorities is to promote a love for
reading!!!!  With that being said, the one hour reading period will be broken
down into 4 stations. The students will be placed into small groups in order
to help diversify instruction and meet individual needs.

Reading lessons will encompass:

1) Word Study- our class will be using “Fundations” for phonics and
Spelling practice. Weekly spelling lists will be given on Mondays. The
students will have a homework packet to practice reviewing those words at
home with an assignment on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  Pre-tests
will be given on Thursdays. They should study the words for the tests which



are on Fridays.  Students will also practice decoding words from
individualized flashcards to reinforce skills from “Fundations”.
2) Guided Reading Groups- Reading Milestones will be used for individual
or small group lessons to help strengthen skills in fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension.
3) Silent Sustained Reading (SSR)and Partner Reading- The students will
get comfy in our classroom and read ( a chosen book that is appropriate for
his or her reading level ) independently for a determined length of time.
During that time, students will also read orally to the teacher or
paraprofessional to check fluency and comprehension.
4) Read A Loud- class novel. I will be reading “Shiloh” orally to the class.
My hope is that they will love the novel we are reading together and not
want the period to end!!!

The curriculum we are mirroring is the Reading Arc Program.  Silent
reading is a big component with Arc. The students should read everyday
silently (in school and at home) a book of choice that is appropriate for their
independent reading level.  They will keep a weekly “Reading Log '' to track
any reading they do Monday through Thursday at home. A parent,
guardian, teacher or paraprofessional, should initial the log after the
reading is completed (at least 20 minutes daily). On Fridays I will check to
see that the log has been signed.

Writing:
Grammar, parts of speech study and mechanics of writing will be covered
through the Grammar Workshop series. The students have Grammar
Workshop workbooks that they can write.   Homework will be assigned from
that book when appropriate.
In addition to practicing the proper mechanics for writing, we will transfer
those skills into weekly paragraph writing. Composition notebooks are
needed for that.  On Fridays, journal writing will be done and shared in
class. A writing rubric will be used to assess their writing skills.



Students will be required to print a proper heading on the assignments they
are handing it.  In addition, in order to promote structure and accuracy, they
will be required to answer questions by restating the question to begin their
answer.

Weighting Items in Gradebook for reading and writing:

Formative Assessment 40%

Summative assessments 50%

Homework 10%

Thank you for all your support!  If you have any questions, please contact
me anytime.

Maureen Kovac
madonovan1@cps.edu


